Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



COPY OF THE LAWS 

OP 

Harvard College, 

1655. 

TOl'tj) an Introhurtfan 
By SAMUEL A. GREEN, M.D. 



vGoogle 



vGoogle 



COPY OF THE LAWS 

OF 

Harvard College, 

1655. 

EESi'tl) an Iittroliuetian 
By SAMUEL A. GREEN, M.D. 



CAMBRIDGE: 

i OF JOriN WILSON AND SON. 
1876. 



lyGooglc 



vGoogle 



A COPY OF THE LAWS 



HARVARD COLLEGE, 1655. 



The following copy of the laws of Harvard College, iu 
1655, appeal's to have been given to the library in the year 
1799. It has recently been found among the papers of a 
deceased member of the Society, and been returned by 
one of his family. Accoixiing to the memorandum written 
on the cover, this copy was " presented to the Histor' So- 
ciety, 1799, by John Pinchon, of Salem " ; and this is the 
only record in regard to the manuscript. It comprises four- 
teen pages of closely written papei', of duodecimo size, the 
last two pages being in a different handwriting and on 
different paper. The first twelve pages seem to have been 
more used, and are considerably torn and worn about the 
edges. These have been placed in a double paper cover, 
of which one leaf at the back contains the two pages in the 
different hand. At the end is written " Admittatur Jonathan 
Mitchellus in collegiQ HarvardinQ 22. 8. 1683. Jn° Rogers. 
P'ses. Samuel Andrew" [Sociusl. From tliis it would ap- 
pear tha,t it was given to Jonathan iVIitchell, a graduate of 
1687, on his admission as a Freshman. It was the custom 
then, as it is now, for each student, on entering college, to 
have a copy of the laws, though now it is given to him in 
print. At that time, he was obliged to procure it himself ; 
and, as paper was scarce, it is likely that the body of the 
pamphlet was sometimes handed down from one generation 
of students to another, and constituted a kind of transmitten- 
dum. Under such circumstances, it was natural that there 
should be verbal variations in the laws, as they were some- 
times written by different hands. As the students graduated, 
their copies were frequently put in new covers, and, ■\vith 
the addition of the last two pages including the "Admits 
tatur," &c., taken by the Freshmen. 

The figures in the brackets show where the pages in the 
manuscript begin. 



lyGooglc 



In the " Old Colony Memorial " (Plymouth, ] 
for June 3, 1875, a similar code of college laws is published, 
which was also in force in 1655, It varies considerably in 
language from the one in the possession of the Society, 
though there is no great difference between them in the 
general tenor. 



The lawes of Harvard OoUedge agreed upon by the Overseers^ President, 
andfeliowes. Many of them in former yeares at severaU times, 
a3td the rest more lately, but aU of them, (as they here- 
after foUow) received ratified, and concluded upon 
at a meeteing of the overseers, President and 
feliowes of the said OoUedge on the 30 
day of the second month. 1655. 

First eoacerneiny admission and manners of students, as also loucheiny 
iheire expences In the CoUedge, 

1. When any Scholler 13 able to read and understand Tully, Virgili 
or any such ordinary classicall authors, and can readily make, speake, 
or write true latine in prose, and hath skill in makeing verse, and is 
competently grounded in the greek language, so as to he able to con- 
stroe and grammatically to resolve ordinary greek, as the greeke testa- 
ment, Isocrates, and the Minor Poels or such like, haveing withall 
meet testimony of his towardness, he shall be capable of his admis- 
sion 'Into Colledge, and every Scholler shall procure for himselfe a 
true coppy of the lawes, which being signed witli the Presidents and 
one of the Fellows hands shall be a testimouy of his admission into 
colledge, and also of the time thereof which he shalV keepe with him- 
selfe for his better guidance, whilst he shall continue a. member of the 
colledge. Every one shall consider the maine of his life 

which is to know God and Jesus Christ [2] [aud] answerahly to 
lead an honest sober godly life. 

3. Every one shall so exercise himselfe in reading the scriptures 
twice every day, that he shall be ready to give aa account of his pro- 
ficiency therein, both in theoreticatt observations of Language aud 
logick, and in practicall and spirituall truths, as his tutor sl>all require 
according to theire severaU standings respectively, seeing the entrance 
of the word gives light, Fsalmes 119, 130. 

4. All Students shall eschew the profanation of gods name, attrib- 
utes, word, or ordinances and times of worship, and in the publick 
ussemblies they shall carefully eschew what soever may sliew any con- 
tempt or neglect thereof; and be ready to give an account to theire 
tutois, of (heire profiteing, and to use such helps of storeing themselves 
with knowledge as theire Tutors shall dii-ecL 

5. They shall honour aa theire naturall Parents, so also magistrates, 
elders. The President, Tutors, fellows and all superiors, keepeing due 
silence in iheire presence, and not disorderly gaiuesayeing them, but 
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sheweing all those laudable expressions of honour and reverence that 
are in use, as uncovering the head and the like. 

6. All Students shall be slow to speake and eschew and in as much 
as in them lies, shall take care, that others may avoid all sweareing, 
lieing, carseing, needless asseveralions, foolish talkeing. scurrility, bab- 
ling, filthy speakeing, chideing, strife, raileing, reproaeheing, abusive 
jesting, uncomely noise, uncerttune rumors, divulging secrets, and all 
manner of troublesome and offensive gestures, as being the [iom] 
should shine before others in exemplary life. £3] 

7. No scholler shall goe out of his chamber without coaf«, gowne, 
cloake, and every one every where shall weare modest and sober habit, 
without strange rufflan. like or new fangled fashions, without all lavish 
dress, or excess of apparel what soever : nor shall any weare gold and 
silver or such ornaments, except to whome upon just ground the Pres- 
ident shall permit the same, neither shall it be lawfull for any to iveare 
long haire, locks, or foretops, nor to use curling, crispeing, parteing or 
powdering theire haire. 

8. No undei^raduate upon any pretence of recreation or any other 
cause whatsoever, (unless allowed by the President or his Tutor) 
shall be absent from hb studies or appointed exercises in the Colledge, 
except halfe an houre at breaketast, an houre and halte at dinner, and 
after evening prayer untill nine of the clock; but while he is in the 
Colledge he shall studiously redeeme his time, both observing the 
houres common to all the Students to meet in the hall, and those that 
are appointed to theire own lectures, where unto he shall diligently 
attend, being inoffensive in word and gesture. 

9. No Student shall goe into any Taveme, vittaileing house, or Inne 
to eate or drink, unless he be called by his parents. Guardians, or with- 
out some sufficient reason such as the President or his Tutor may 
approve of: neither shall any one entertaine any stranger to logde or 
abide in the Colledge, unless by the leave of the President or his Tutor, 
or in case of theire absence of one of the fellows ; neither shall he 
without sufficient reason such as the President or his Tutor shall 
approve, either take Tobacco or bring or permit to bo brought into his 
chamber strong beare, wine, or strong water or any other enehriateing 
drink, to the end that all excess and abuse thereof may he prevented. 

10. No Student shall under any pretence whatever use the company 
or familiar acquaintance of persons of ungirt and dissolute life, [4] inter- 
meddle with other mens buisiness, nor Intrude himselfe into chambers, 
neither may any undergraduate goo out of the town, nor be present at 
any Courts, Elections, Faires, Trtuneings, or any such like assemblies, 
except upon leave obtained of the President or his Tutor, or two of 
his fellows in theire absence. 

11. No Student shall board or lie out of the Colledge, without just 
cause allowed by the President, nor shall any stay out of the Colledge 
after nhie of the clock at night, nor watch after eleven, nor have a 
light before four in the morning, except upon extraordinary occasions. 

12. Every undergraduate shHll be c^ed onely by his sur name 
unless he be the son of a nobleman, or a knights eldest son, or a fellow 
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13. Every fellow commoner shall bring a peice of Silver plate to 
the Colledge to the value (at the least) of three pounds with his name 
engraven thereupon, which lie may have the use of while he shall 
abide in the CoUedge, and shall leave it to the propriety of the Col- 
ledge when he departs from it, 

14. Every Student that is an undergraduate shall be bound to con- 
tinue in the Colledge, exceptiug upon weighty occasions made known 
to the President and his Tutor and with theire consent and nocwith- 
standing his discontinuance shall pay halfe the Tuition. 

15. Every discontinuer shall beare a share in CoUedge detriments ; 

1 6. He shall pay after five shillings a quarter for the removall of 
those many distractions and great burdens of labour, care and cost that 
heretofore have pressed the steward, and the great debts that hitherto 
Bundry have run into, and unsutable pay, whereby the house hath been 
disappointed of sutable provision, occasioning inoffensive complaints. 
It is therefore provided, 

1. That before the admission of any Scholler, his Parents or freinda 
shall both lay down one qnarters espences, and also give the colledge 
Steward security for the future, [5] and without this Ingagemcnt no 
Scholler shall be admitted into the Colledge, 

2. That all such payments shall be discharged to the Steward of the 
Colledge either in the currant coino of the countiy, or wheat or malt, 
or in such provision as shall satisfie the steward for the time being, 
and supply tlie necessitie of the Colledge, 

3. That who soever is Indebted to the Colledge at the end of any 
Quarter (besides his being liable to the course of the law for the 
recovering the debt) he shall have his stewards biU given in, and in 
case the bill be not paid within a moneth he not being snffei'ed to run 
any farther into debt by expences, untill his whole debt be discharged.^ 

4. The Students that now have studies in the Colledge shall pay" 
for them the accustomed rent, but all that are hereafter admitted shall 
pay rent to the Colledge quarterly for theire chambers, and studies as 
they shall be valued by the President and fellows, likewise where «8 
certaine summs of money have been set upon the students heads for 
the building of the gallery in the meeting house (for which the Col- 
ledge is Indebted) It is provided that each student that shall be 
admitted hereafter shall pay 3 shiOinga four pence for the use of the 
said gallery at theire admission which they shall be charged withall 
without any repaint ent. 

~ 8, [sic] It is also ordered that for the charges of his commencement 
each commoner shall pay three pounds. 

Hy: Lowes about holy duties ScholasticaU exercises and helps of 



1. Seeing Gkid is the giver of all wisedome, all and every Scholler 
besides private prayers (where in everyone is bound to ask wisedome) 
shall be present morneing and evening at [6] publick prayers at the 
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accustomed houres ; viz : ordinarily at six of the clock in 

from the tenth of Slarcb at Sun riseing and at five of the dock at night 

all the jeare long. 

2. It ia appointed that part of the holy Scripture be read at morne- 
ing and evening prayer, to wit, some part of the old testament at 
morneing and some part of the new at evening prayer on this manner : 
Thatt all Students shall read the old Testament iii some portion of it 
out of Hebrew into greek, and all shall tume the new Testament out 
of English into greeke, after which one of the Bachelors or Sophistera 
Bhall in his course Logically analyse that which is read, hy which meanea 
both theire skill in logick, and the Scriptures originall language may be 
Increased. 

3. All undergraduates shall publickly repeat sermons in the Hall in 
tieire courses, as also Bachelors untill tliey have commonplaced that 
so with reverence and love they may retaine god and his tnilhs in 
theire minds. Also the Students shall be commonly examined in the 
last day of the week at evening prayer, and give an account of theire 
profltting by the sermons the week past. 

4. A schoUer shall not use the English tongue in the Colledge with 
others schoilers, unless he he called thereunto in publick exercise of 
oratory or the like. 

5. In the first yeare after admission for foure dayes of the week all 
Students shall be exercised in the Studies of the greek and Hebrew 
tongues, onely beginning logick in the morneing towards the latter end 
of the yeare : unless the Tutor shall see cause by reason of theire 
ripeness in the languages to read logick sooner. Also they shall spend 
the second yeare in Logick with the exercise of the former Languages 
and the third yeare in the principles of Ethicks, and the fourth in 
[73 metaphisicks and mathematics, still carrying on theire former 
studies of the week for Rethorick, oratory and Divinity. 

6. It is appointed that in the teacheing of all arts such authors be 
read as doe best agree with the Scripture truths, wherein the speciall 
care of the President and fellows shall he used and theire direction 
therein attended. 

7. All Students in the Colledge shall observe theire course in dispu- 
tation: Bachelors ouce a fortnight, and the undergraduates such as 
have read lo^ck, twice a week, excepting two moneths for the com- 
mencers before and a fortnight after the commencement for all the 
Students. Likewise all undergraduates shall declaime ouce in two 
moneths the number of declaimers being so divided that in the space 
of two. moneths all may constantly declaime, excepting onely the times 
afore mentioned. 

8. There shall be a Common place handled in Divinity once a fort- 
night, the President beginning and the Masters of Ar t, and senior 
Bachelors following according to theire seniority : wherein the Presi- 
dent and fellows take care that heretick opinions and doctrines may be 
avoided and refuted, and such as are according to the analogie of faith 
be held forth and confirmed. 

9. To the Intent that the progress of learning amongst the Schoilers 
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